
 

ICD-10 Clinical Talking Points: Awareness 

1. On October 1, 2015, the system used to assign codes to diagnoses will transition from ICD-9 to ICD-

10. This will occur nationwide and affect all hospital, outpatient, clinical, and physician practices. This 

is a federally mandated change and NHRMC began planning for this change approximately 24 months 

ago. 

2. A series of Quarterly Clinical Talking Points will be communicated to help ensure maximum 

awareness and understanding of these changes and how clinical staff will be affected.  

3. As clinicians, your understanding and support of the ICD-10 transition is critical to NHRMC’s 

success.  

4. A link to ICD-10 information has been placed on the Caps-Live website. Please take a few minutes 

weekly to review this information and any updates. There is also a link for any questions. 

5. As you review provider documentation and document assessments, care provided and care planning, 

ask yourself:  

 

 Does this documentation accurately reflect the patient’s condition? 

 If I did not care for this patient, would I be able to assess the severity of the illness by the 

documentation?  

 Is there conflicting documentation? 

 Did I document all devices that were present on admission, such as Foleys, pacemakers, 

vascular catheters, etc..? 

 Is the documentation clear regarding types of ulcers? Is this a pressure ulcer, diabetic ulcer, or 

a venous stasis ulcer? 

 Did I document whether the patient is compliant with medications and treatments? 

 Are all procedures, treatments, etc. documented? 

 

6. These are just a few of the areas where more specificity regarding diagnoses will be required in ICD-

10. 

7. Get to know who your Clinical Documentation Specialist is for your area. She is usually located in the 

Business Center reviewing charts. She will be a valuable resource to you for documentation/ICD-10 

questions. 

8. The next ICD-10 Clinical talking Points will be distributed in April and will focus on ICD-10 and the 

Medical Record. 

9. Thank you for helping ensure the successful transition to ICD-10! 

 


