
 

THE ROAD TO ICD-10  

The following are important documentation tips and strategies as required by the specificity 

needed in ICD-10: 

 

Complications 

 

 Complication:  “a condition arising during the hospitalization that modifies the course of 

the patient’s illness or the medical care required” (Huffman, HIM Management.) 

 To consider a diagnosis a complication: 

– the condition is more than a routinely expected condition or occurrence 
– there must be a cause and effect relationship between care provided and the 

condition and 
– must be documented 
– For instance, the terms documented as ‘postoperative ileus or ‘postoperative 

atelectasis” are coded as complications.   However, the same terms listed only as 
‘atelectasis’ or ‘ileus’ are NOT listed in the coding classification system as 
complications. 

 When Linking infection complications to devices, implants or grafts avoid using the term             

”in the setting of”.  Instead use “due to”, “with” or “associated with”. 

 

Complication Due To: Correct Documentation 
UTI Foley, SP cath, ureteral stents 

etc. 
CAUTI, UTI 2/2 foley, UTI 2/2 SP cath, UTI 2/2 ureteral 
stent 

Pyelonephritis Percutaneous Nephrostomy 
tube (PCN)  

Pyelonephritis 2/2 PCN 

Bacteremia(No SIRS criteria 
met) 

Any implantVascular graft, 
Central lines, Ortho/Spine 
hardware, Cardiac devices, etc 

Bacteremia 2/2 PICC, POC, Peripheral IV, Permcath, 
Vascular implant grafts,  Hip/knee/shoulder implants/Spine 
hardware, Cardiac leads/devices, etc 

Sepsis Any implantVascular graft, 
Central lines, Ortho/Spine 
hardware,Cardiac devices,etc 

Sepsis 2/2 PICC, POC, Peripheral IV,Permcath, Vascular 
implant grafts,  Hip/knee/shoulder implants, Spine 
hardware,Cardiac leads/devices, etc 

A-V fistula infection Graft.  Differentiate if only 
skin involvement or if the 
infection includes the graft 

A-V graft infection, superficial wound infection no graft 
involvement at this time 

Post op infection Surgery or procedure.  
Differentiate if only incision 
involved and if includes the 
hardware, etc.  Note if with 
surrounding cellulitis 

State location. Ex. RIH incision infection with surrounding 
cellulitis, no drainage, etc 

Cholangitis Biliary Stents,  ERCP, T-tube Cholangitis 2/2 ERCP, stent, etc 



 

Complication Due To: Correct Documentation 
Pancreatitis Pancreatic stent, ERCP, etc Pancreatitis 2/2 ERCP, stent, etc 

Occlusion Embolism, Thrombus, 
Atherosclerosis progression,  
Encrusted stents,  etc) 

PICC occlusion 2/2 clot, etc 

 

             ****Remember to document POA (Present on admission) if it is applicable.***** 

 


