
   

                              

 
ONLY 5 DAYS LEFT!  Providers who receive Medicare part B reimbursements have until July 1, 2014 to start their first year of 
Meaningful Use to avoid penalties in 2015.  The good news is that qualifying for a hardship exemption is now a bit easier; until now, 
that exemption was very difficult to obtain. Qualifying for an exemption means you will not be penalized on 2015 Medicare 
reimbursement. 

The current year has been burdened with many challenges. Because many EHR vendors were late in making Stage Two-related 
upgrades to their systems and physicians were challenged in implementing the workflow changes needed to meet Stage Two 
guidelines, many eligible professionals could not meet the second stage’s more rigorous criteria earlier this year. In response, the 
government announced significant changes in the program last month via a Proposed Rule published in the Federal Register. While the 
government’s changes allow more flexibility, many otherwise eligible professionals may find it more beneficial to declare a hardship 
exemption for the 2014 program year. This is also important as the Proposed Rule has not yet become a final rule. Also, the reasons to 
get serious about applying for a hardship exemption before the July 1 deadline is that unsuccessful participation would mean a penalty 
in the form of reduced Medicare reimbursement for all 2015 claims! 

You only need the hardship exemption if YOU DIDN’T ATTEST FOR MEANGINFGUL USE in program year 2013. If this applies to 
you, you could possibly qualify for an exemption and need to file.  

For more information about the hardship exemption, see the government’s tip sheet. 
To apply for the hardship exemption, follow this link to the application. 

NOTE:  Of course, you can skip the exemption if you plan to attest to MU by October 1, 2014 (for first-time participants), but make sure 
that you will be successful because there will be no way to go back and declare an exemption – the deadline for exemption applications 
is midnight EDT on July 1, 2014. 
Soon thereafter, we expect to release of the Final Rule regarding the proposed changes to Stage Two, hopefully making it easier to 
participate successfully this current program year. 
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There is some changes in how medical records are being maintained electronically and in the cloud. The ONC is requiring a need for 
practices to develop a full Security Risk Assessment for their practices in order to meet the new changes. Completing a Security Risk 
Assessment is a complex endeavor that may require a clinic and IT liaison to manage the project. This project will include listing all 
equipment used to store, read or transmit PHI and EPI. It also includes preparing policies that will be used to guide your practice in the 
prevention of lost or stolen PHI and how you will respond to a breach as well as with the new HIPAA standards.  

A full Security Risk Analysis must be completed before you can perform a 2014 attestation. If you do not qualify for an incentive you 
will still have to comply with the new HIPAA regulations and have the Security Risk Assessment in place for your practice.  The most 
user friendly guide that we have found can be downloaded from the link below. http://www.healthit.gov/providers-
professionals/security-risk-assessment-tool.   

Pamela Looney is a Practice Support Coordinator on the REC Team and is happy to meet with your practice and support you in this 
process if this is something your vendor does not do.   If you need her assistance with this, please let your consultant know or you can 
contact Pam directly at Pamela.Looney@seahec.net. 

Many practices are currently pursuing Patient Center Medical Home Designation. This is just a reminder if you plan to submit with the 
2011 standards, the last day to purchase the Interactive Survey Tool (ISS tool), which is required for submission, is June 30, 2014. The 
last date to submit an application, under the 2011 standards, is March 31, 2014. 
To purchase the ISS tool, please visit http://store.ncqa.org/index.php/recognition/patient‐centered‐medical‐home‐pcmh/2011‐pcmh‐survey‐tool‐web‐
based.html 

 

 

 

We hope this information is of benefit to you and your practice.  
Sonali Batish – Quality Improvement Consultant/Team Lead 

Jessica Reed Williams‐ Practice Support/Quality Improvement Consultant 
Wayne Lewis – Technical Support Consultant 
Pam Looney‐ Practice Support Consultant 

James Spicka‐ Quality Improvement Consultant
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